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When deciding where to sojourn on your next vacation,
there’s one source worth banking on—our
SIXTEENTH ANNUAL GOLD LIST. More than 25,000
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Condé Nast Traveler readers, the world’s most dependable source
of travel intel, selected the best hotels, resorts, and cruise
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2009). But since figures don’t express the whole story, we

de la créeme. Our findings? An index of extraordinary treasures
that are the gold standard in international travel
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Native American-style labyrinth “gives you time to
reflect.”
$888; 118 rooms; pool, spa, tennis; 800-825-4000.

CALIFORNIA
Beverly Wilshire (Four Seasons), Beverly Hills
$91.96092.5087.4894.6@87.7 90.9
At the intersection of Rodeo Drive and Wilshire Bou-
levard, this two-winged Italian Renaissance landmark
has “an unbeatable location.” Carrera marble and
Tuscan stone are plentiful. The Presidential and Pent-
house suites have undergone a $4 million renovation.
At Cut, Wolfgang Puck’s all-white steak house, dine
under a skylight. Accommodating staff “went the
extra mile, even for ourdog.”
8888, 395 rooms; pool, spa; 310-275-5200.

The Peninsula, Beverly Hills
S95.6095.6092.2394.1 @92.594.0

“A gorgeous crowd” frequents this European gar-
den property “handily located™ near Century City.
“Rooms have sophisticated decor and sumptuous
beds™ as well as bedside light and temperature con-
trols. Belvedere serves market-driven cuisine like
grilled rib-eye with fingerling potatoes. At afternoon
tea in the Living Room, pick from 19 loose-leaf
brews.

8888, 196 rooms; pool, spa; 310-551-2888.

Post Ranch Inn, Big Sur

S91.2089.1 88.2394.6@93.3 91.3

This eco-conscious property installed 900 solar panels
in 2009 and “makes use of the beauty” of its moun-
tain ridge setting. Lodgings are in separate build-
ings, “some with grass growing on the roof,” some set
among the trees. All have slate floors, organic cotton
linens, and no TVs. Of the “eclectic, locally sourced
meals” at Sierra Mar, “I can’t imagine eating dinner
elsewhere.”

8888; 40 rooms; pool, spa; 800-527-2200.

Ventana Inn & Spa, Big Sur

S91.8089.3088.0993.4@89.8 90.5

The weathered-cedar hideaway comprises buildings
on a mountain meadow beneath redwood and bay
laurel trees. Each room has a deck or patio—some
with Pacific views—and is decked out in sage, rust,
brown, and gold. “They perfectly fit the area.” The
bistro menu focuses on local fare, including the day’s
sustainable catch.

8888 60 rooms; pool, spa; 831-667-2331.

Four Seasons Aviara, Carlsbad

93.5090.9087.1 ©79.0@87.5@86.1 87.4
The resort, which overlooks the Batiquitos Lagoon,
occupies 200 acres “on a hillside filled with palm trees
and beautiful tropical plants.” “The food is exception-
al, especially at Vivace, which serves gourmet Italian.”
Rooms, some with color schemes of moss green and
burnt orange, have balconies or terraces. “The spec-
tacular spa” offers a secaweed massage.

8388, 329 rooms; golf, pool, spa, tennis; 760-603-6800.

Highlands Inn, Carmel

©85.80084.7086.3@92.3@84.586.7

This Craftsman-style lodge sits above the “beautiful,
sun-kissed Pacific, whose big blue waves crash onto the
craggy shore.” Taupe and blue upholstery mixes with
distressed wood surfaces in rooms that have private
balconies—"their greatest asset is the view.” Pacific’s
Edge restaurant prepares poached Pacific salmon.
“Stafl—especially the waiters—go out of their way
toplease.”

8888, 48 rooms; pool; 831-620-1234.

L’Auberge Carmel, Carmel
S89.56088.7M91.2892.7@84.8 89.4

This three-story white stucco inn, once an apartment
building, reflects Bohemian architecture. European-
style rooms with tan walls, red furnishings, and duvets
center around a brick courtyard and have coved plas-
ter and antique doorknobs. At Aubergine, which has a
4,500-bottle wine collection, “the nicely varied menu”
plumbs the riches of local farmers’ markets.

8888, 20 rooms; 831-624-8578.
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Bernardus Lodge, Carmel Valley
92.46090.5090.6 ©84.0@90.0 89.5

This vineyard lodge comprises a French country
home with copper chandeliers and “modern rustic”
Monterey Territorial adobe guesthouses along a ter-
raced hill with stone fireplaces. Dining on local catch
at the casual Wickets Bistro is “first-class all the way.”
“Staff arrived with crackers, cheese, and wine one
night when I wasn’t feeling well.”

8888, 57 suites; golf, pool, spa, tennis; 831-658-3550.

Ritz-Carlton, Laguna Niguel, Dana Point
©92.26092.7090.4894.5@91.9©86.1 91.3
This Mediterranean-inspired four-story cliffside re-
sort has “a very open California feel and spectacular
views.” Rooms, outfitted in “a style befitting a Ritz-
Carlton,” have French doors and ocean views. “Stafl
could not have been more pleasant.” Guests can sip
cocktails while listening to live music in the Sunset
Lounge. Surfing lessons are available.

8888 396 rooms; beach, golf, pool, spa, tennis; 949-
240-2000.

St. Regis Monarch Beach, Dana Point
S94.4087.8085.1 ©87.8@89.3@86.6 88.5

“Elegance combines with luxe touches™ at this resort
where rooms have plantation shutters and “plush beds
instantly comfort you,” thanks to Fili d’Oro linens.
Activities include surfing (surf butlers assist) and so-
Jjourns to the 30,000-square-foot Spa Gaucin for treat-
ments like a chardonnay sugar scrub. For “stunning
Pacific views,” sip a cocktail on one of the patios.

8888, 400 rooms; beach, pool, spa, tennis, water sports;
949-234-3200.

Montage, Laguna Beach
©94.36091.3091.389.4@92.8©87.3 92.2
Rooms at this blufftop Craftsman-style resort with
a shingle roof are decorated with early California
artwork—*"they’re a perfect marriage of class and
comfort.” *You can’t go wrong with the dining,” from
breakfast at The Loft to “just flawless™ French-Cal-
ifornia dinners at Studio. The oceanfront spa—*“the
perfect getaway™—hasalap pool.

$888; 250 rooms; beach, golf, pool, spa, water sports;
866-271-6953.

Lodge at Torrey Pines, La Jolla
S88.80187.9M85492.5@88.9@83.587.8
From some terraces at this lodge atop bluffs overlook-
ing Blacks Beach, “you can see people taking off from
the Torrey Pines Gliderport.” The stone and post-and-
beam structure celebrates Craftsman design;: bright
rooms have decks. A. R. Valentien favors farmers’
market ingredients and California wines. Try the spa’s
grape-seed tea bath.

$888. 170 rooms; golf, pool, spa; 858-453-4420.

Beverly Hills Hotel, Los Angeles
93.0093.0088.6©95.6@91.1 92.3

“Lush manicured grounds™ at this pink-stucco hotel
“remove you from the bustle of Rodeo Drive.” Rooms
have a pastel palette and tufted benches bookending
canopied beds. Sip sodas on pink stools at Fountain
Coffee Room; Polo Lounge serves New American
dishes that include ginger and scallion steamed sea
bream. “Stafl’ make you feel as if you are the only
guest there.”

8888 204 rooms; pool, spa; 310-276-2251.

Four Seasons Los Angeles at Beverly Hills,

Los Angeles

©90.6093.4M90.5©89.2@87.8 90.3

Set in a palm-lined residential neighborhood, the hotel
is undergoing renovations that are adding 1940s Hol-
lywood glamour to the rooms via glass wall paneling
and chinoiserie headboards. Gardens serves grilled
specialties on Limoges china and is “great for celebrity
watching.” The new Windows lounge has small plates
and “high-class stafl.”” A new pool opened in 2009.
8888 285 rooms; pool, spa; 310-273-2222.

Hotel Bel-Air, Los Angeles
©59.70192.8M89.8289.8@90.4 90.5

Gardens, shaded courtyards, and .founlains are lures
at this “iconic property.” a pastel-pink Mission retreat.

“You feel like royalty staying here.” Tuscan-inspired
rooms with private entrances have “ultracomfortable
beds” with floral linens. Breakfast at The Restaurant is
“almost perfect.” “Fabulous staff make sure everyone
feelsathome.” A La Prairie Spa will open in 2010.
8888, 91 rooms; pool, spa; 310-472-1211.

Auberge du Soleil, Napa Valley
S93.7092.1093.3©93.2@93.8 93.2

From this collection of cottages on a slope, “the views
of vineyards and countryside are breathtaking.” Suites
have fireplaces, refrigerators stocked with wines and
cheese, matelassé bedcovers, and bathrooms with sky-
lights. The restaurant showcases regional produce
with a Mediterranean accent; Bistro & Bar’s charcute-
rie menu lists salami, capocollo, and porchetta.

8888, 50 suites; pool, spa, tennis; 707-963-1211.

Calistoga Ranch, Napa Valley
S88.6091.9085.790.1 @87.0©82.687.8
This “rustic, peaceful, luxurious property” with
rough-hewn posts and beams incorporates trees,
rocks, and streams in its design, using raised decks
and bridges to connect spaces. “Elegant, very under-
stated rooms™ have furnishings upholstered in natural
linens, fireplaces centered between giant windows,
and outdoor showers. The Lakehouse serves seared
Pacific salmon.

$888. 48 rooms; pool, spa; 707-254-2800.

Carneros Inn, Napa Valley
S91.26083.4M86.5S84.0@85.1 87.0

“Theepitome of a wine country inn,” this property sits
on acres of grape vines, apple orchards, and farmland.
Contemporary accommodations include cottages
“designed in a relaxed manner,” with Brazilian cher-
rywood floors and French doors leading to gardens.
Farm bakes its own breads and pastries. Spa treat-
ments incorporate local ingredients like goat butter
and crushed olive pits. “Staff appear whenever you
need them.”

8888, 127 rooms; pool, spa; 707-299-4900.

Chateau du Sureau, Oakhurst

S94.4091.7086.1 @83.3@86.1 88.3

Rooms at this French-style chiteau are named for
the herbs of Provence. They have antiques, fireplaces,
and wrought iron balconies and are “just perfect, with
relaxing garden views.” The five-course menu at Erna’s
Elderberry House changes nightly but always includes
organic produce and meats. “Stafl anticipate every
need” and “leave surprises like snacks or bookmarks
when guestsare out.”

$888; 10 rooms; pool, spa; 559-683-6860.

Langham Huntington Hotel & Spa, Pasadena
89.2087.2087.6©86.1 @89.9 88.0

This red-roofed lodge sits on 23 acres with a backdrop
of mountains. “Spacious and sophisticated rooms”
with Anichini throws have wall-size windows and
bathrooms clad in Italian marble. The Dining Room,
illuminated by Venetian glass chandeliers, focuses
on modern American fare, and “each dish outdoes
the previous for creativity and flair.” Body therapies
include an ocean spirulina wrap.

888, 380 rooms; pool, spa, tennis; 626-568-3900.

Casa Palmero, Pebble Beach
S97.3097.3083.3@91.9@91.9@89.2 91.9

This Mediterranean estate is on the Monterey Pen-
insula, “one of the most picturesque places in the
country.” Rooms in a palette of browns and golds
have wood-burning fireplaces and patios. Flowers
are delivered daily, as are “delicious breakfasts™ of
granola, fresh muffins, and coffee. “Stafl’ don’t let
you do anything.” After “great golf.” recharge in the
oxygen room.

8888, 24 rooms; pool, spa, tennis; 831-622-6650.

Inn at Spanish Bay, Pebble Beach
©93.4691.7090.8895.9@92.0©92.9 92.8
This “easily navigated resort” among Monterey pines
has “staff that help you at every turn.” Beige rooms
with red or gold duvets are warmed by fireplaces and
open to patios or decks with ocean or Del Monte For-
est views. Roy’s at Pebble Beach prepares Hawaiian-
( Text continues on page 98 )







