PLAYING IN PARADISE: Our Top 50 Tennis Resorts
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THE TOP 50

It feels like everyone’s working harder these days,
but we're not getting any extra time off to go along
with it. For tennis players, this means you have only
so many chances to hit the courts. You need to choose your
vacation destination wisely.
This is the place to start. Our biennial list of the Top 50 U.S.
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nis resorts tells ys we'reliving in a Golden Age of .
destinations for the Sport. We’re not just talking about quuﬁ
retreats, but also more modest resorts where a passion for
game makes up for any shortcomings in amenities.

The criteria for inclusion in our list were the same as in
previous years. The number of courts and the quality of




_ s, and game-matching are paramount. But a
tennls vacation should be an all-around experience, often for
families, so we gave consideration to dining, spas, lodging, and

other diversions. This information was compiled by veteran
travel writer lan Keown, author of 15 books.
As for the rates, the dollar signs are a general guide. There
-

are now so many factors ifiVolved in room rates—seasons,
occupancy, packages, onlife deals—that the fine print could
fill an issue of the magazifié. But check out rates thoroughly
and you'll find there are sBme great deals out there. For the

Top 10, we've picked out a féw points of interest that might help
make your decision easier.

RANCHO VALENCIA
RESORT AND SPA,
RANCHO SANTA FE,
CALIFORNIA




courTs: 18 hard.
COURT TIME: free for
resort guests.
LODGING: 49 suites
($$$). INFORMATION:
ranchovalencia.com

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING: Rancho Valencia is
one of the most beautiful facilities anywhere,
with courts surrounded by flower beds and
citrus trees.

STAR TEACHER: Head pro Eduardo Sanchez
has passed along his experience to guests
since the resort opened in 1989.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: The Rancho Valencia
Restaurant was named one of the Top 100
U.S. hotel restaurants by the Zagat Survey.
CUDDLE UP: Rooms come with fireplaces.
THE RIGHT RATIO: There are 18 hard courts
available and just 49 suites.

THE BROADMOOR,
COLORADO SPRINGS,
COLORADO

courts: 2 clay, 4
hard (2 covered by a
bubble from October
to April). COURT TIME:
$25 per court per
hour, $30 indoors
(free for players in
Dennis Ralston’s
camps). LooGING: 700
rooms and suites
($$). INFORMATION:
broadmoor.com

TOTAL PACKAGE: The Ultimate Workout for
NTRP 4.0s and above, designed by Hall-
of-Famer Dennis Ralston, includes private
lessons, two hours of play daily, and video
analysis.

ROCK AND ROLL: The sandstone at Garden of
the Gods and granite at Cheyenne Canyon are
both less than 15 minutes from your room.
Beginner and expert rock climbers

are welcome.

STAY WARM: You're 6,000 feet above sea
level here so there are times when you'll
appreciate the fireplaces in the spa.

PONTE VEDRA INN
& CLUB, PONTE VEDRA,

courts: 15 clay (8 lit).
COURT TIME: $20 per
person per day (free
for those enrolled in
camps). LoDGING: 249
rooms and suites
($$/9$$). NFoRMATION:
pvresorts.com

courts: 23 clay, 5 hard
(41it), 1 specialized
practice court. COURT
TIME: $27-$37 per
court per hour.
LODGING: 255 rooms,
488 villas, and 100
homes ($$/3$$).
INFORMATION:
kiawahresort.com

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: If you want lots of
instruction, you're at the right place. At Ponte
Vedra there are 17 clinics every week.

LEARN FROM A MASTER: The man who devised
the drills here is former NCAA champion
Michael Leach, a lefty who beat Stefan Edberg,
Pat Cash, and Mats Wilander when he was a
touring pro in the 1980s.

WORK OUT IN STYLE: Stay fit at the oceanfront
gym. Its three-tiered floor ensures that
everyone gets a view of the water.

DOUBLES NO TROUBLE: Roy Barth, ranked
No. 2 in the U.S. for doubles in the early '?0s,
was the director of tennis here in 1976, the
year the resort opened. He's still on hand to
give pointers.

SAFE HAVEN: Sample a whirlpool River Bath
treatment for couples at the spa in Kiawah's
deluxe hotel, The Sanctuary.

BACK TO NATURE: When you put your tennis
racquets away for the day, go tandem
kayaking or join a gator walk at the Jack
Nicklaus-designed Turtle Point, one of five
golf courses at the resort.

RATES: $=inexpensive; $$=moderate; $$$=expensive (Some resorts vary enough to warrant more than one designation). Unless noted, facilities do not have lit courts.
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